[Recommendation for the collection and analysis of data on participation and disability from the perspective of the World Health Organization].
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) demands actions to improve participation of people with disability and to remove barriers that hinder participation in society on an equal basis with others. Policymaking in this area requires reliable and detailed data on all aspects of disability. Up to now, there has been no standardized tool for collecting data on disability and participation in the general population. In November 2011, WHO, in collaboration with the World Bank, started the development of the Model Disability Survey (MDS). The MDS addresses WHO's conceptualization of disability as an outcome of interactions between a person with a health condition and contextual factors. Presentation of the development and implementation of the MDS and the guidelines for standardized data analysis. The development of the MDS was performed in three phases: (1) situation analysis and drafting an alpha version, (2) testing and piloting the alpha version and (3) implementation. The MDS is consequently designed as a survey for the general population without using filters. It has a modular structure and consists of two parts (household questionnaire and individual questionnaire with eight modules). This format allows for its use as a stand alone survey as well as its integration in other (national) surveys. The MDS has been cognitive tested, piloted and implemented in several countries. The MDS is the first general population survey that provides standardized, detailed and nuanced information on disability and participation of the general population to monitor the implementation of the UNCRPD.